
PLTW Virtual Learning

6th Grade Intro to Tech

April 30, 2020
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Objective/Learning Target:  
Students will write and format a family newsletter to 

digitally share family news and stories with relatives and 
friends.



Warm-Ups:

First, now find a newspaper or news website to look at.

Rather than worrying about the content, instead look at 
some of the text features.  What do you notice that makes 

the articles more interesting to read in terms of formatting?  
Bigger fonts for titles?  Bolding, italics, underlining?  

Graphics?



Lesson Introduction/Background Information:

We are all separated from some of the people in our lives 
right now.  Some of us have a house full of family that we 
are living with, and some of us have very few people at 

home.  All over the world, families and friends have been 
staying connected with each other in new ways.  This week, 

we are going to help keep your family and friends updated on 
what’s going on in your home by creating a family newsletter 

in Google Docs.



Practice:

Today we are going to format our newsletter to make it look 
more like a newsletter/more visually interesting.  Take the 

following steps:
1. Highlight your title and change it to a larger font size and a different 

type of interesting font (that you can still read).
2. Also highlight your date (your subheading) and make that font larger 

and look different, maybe by italicizing it.



Practice:

3.  Bold the headlines of each 
story.
4.  Select the text of your 
headlines and stories and turn 
them into a two-column 
format.  Watch the video below 
to see how to do that.

Watch video

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UpToeRVUblEOyWNpZOxLXEhXs71DqZsx/view


Self-Assessment:

Send your newsletter to family and friends!  You can…
● Press the blue Share button and put in their email 

addresses
● Click File - Download - PDF Document and email it to 

people as an attachment
● Print it out and mail it to friends or family members

Make sure to show off your final product to the people you 
live with as well!



Extend Your Learning/Continued Practice:

Some reflection questions to consider about this activity:

What else might you use a document like this for?
 

How will you apply the new skills you learned here to your 
life or work?


